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By John Burroughs (1837-1921) 

Audubon’s life naturally divides itself into three 
periods: his youth, which was on the whole a gay 
and happy one, and which lasted till the time of 
his marriage at the age of twenty-eight; his 
business career which followed, lasting ten or 
more years, and consisting mainly in getting rid 
of the fortune his father had left him; and his 
career as an ornithologist which, though 
attended with great hardships and privations, 
brought him much happiness and, long before the end, substantial 
pecuniary rewards. (Summary from the Preface of John James Audubon) 

Read by Laura Caldwell; total running time: 2:33:17. 

This recording is in the public domain and may be reproduced, distributed, or modified 
without permission. For more information or to volunteer, visit librivox.org.  

Cover image by John James Audubon (1827-1838). Author photo by J. Edward B. Greene 
(1909). Copyright expired in US, Canada, EU and all countries with author’s life +70 yrs 
laws. Cover design by Janette Brown. This design is in the public domain. 
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