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Gone To Earth 
By Mary Webb (1881-1927) 

“Gone to Earth” is the cry of fox hunters as the fox takes to its 
den and they lose the chase. Here, Mary Webb tells the story of 
Hazel Woodus whose understanding of her half tame fox cub 
contrasts with her misunderstanding of humanity. She is pursued 
by two very different men, a Gentleman Farmer and the local 
Minister. Mary Webb’s writing is sometimes compared to that of 
Thomas Hardy, her descriptions of nature are vivid and her view 
of love and life is touched with tragedy. She wrote this book in 
1917 and it is set in the borderlands of rural Shropshire. 
(Summary by Rachel Lintern) 

Total running time: 09:41:14; read by Rachel Lintern. 
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